EDXC Conference in Bulgaria August 2011
Report and photos by Anker Petersen

The 44th annual Conference of the European DX Council(EDXC)
took place in a new country, Bulgaria, on August 18-22, 2011.
We were invited by Pertti Hyvonen from Finland who owns a
summercottage in the town of Melnik in south Bulgaria, not far
from Greece and Macedonia. The venue for the Conference was
at Hotel Melnik, but it ended with a visit to Radio Bulgaria in
Sofia.
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An engineer from the hydroelectrical college in Bhutan.

All India Radio Headquarters in New Delhi and transmitters in
Kingsway, Khampur, Guwahati, Kurseong and Gangtok were
mentioned, as well as the Bhutanese Broadcasting Service.

After lunch a bus took us to nearby city of Sandanski where we
had a small walk. Further on through the peaceful landscape with
forests and high mountains and little traffic to the Macedonian
border at Zlatarevo. There most of us crossed the border and

Melnik with wineyards, nearby sandcliffs and rear mountains. had time for a good Macedonian beer.

I flew to and from Sofia with Kaj Bredahl Jgrgensen and his wife
Else by Austrian Airlines with changes of aircraft in Vienna. From
Sofia Pertti had arranged a minibus directly to Melnik for us 16 of
the 40 participants, of which 29 came from Finland. The others
were from Japan, Russia, Sweden, Austria, Germany and
Denmark.

The Conference was opened by Pertti Hyvonen who explained
the history of Melnik from the Ottoman and Communist regimes
till today where mainly British tourists dominate the town.

From left Else, Kaj and Toshimichi Ohtake in Macedonia.

In the early evening we had a walk through the sandcliffs to a
winecellar with Pertti Hyv°nenos
guide. The winefarmer gave us an excellent introduction to his

good wines, which we of course tasted.

The next morning the Chairman of the Austrian DX Board ADXB,
Harald Suss, told us about, how DX-ing is organized in Austria
and its relations to the German umbrellaclub AGDX. There are
about 200 DX-ers in Austria covering MW, SW, FM, Satellite and

In his opening speech EDXC Secretary General Tibor Szilagyi TV. Their website is www.adxb-oe.org .

(photo above) welcomed all participants to Melnik. From his own
experiences, he knew Bulgariaf r om t he 19706i ep and 19800i es
and he pointed out that much had improved since then.

Then Anker Petersen gave a slide show from his dRadio Travel in
Northern Part of India and in Bhutandin 2010 with their very
different cultures and religious traditions.



http://www.adxb-oe.org/

Harald Siss.

Then the six present Finnish members of the Board of Suomen

DX-Liitto ry presented this organization and its many activities. Alexander Beryozkin.

There are about 600 active members in Finland. Their youngest

Board member is Jan-Mikael Nurmela, who is 22 years. He is

shown below: After lunch Tibor Szilagy opened the discussion about the future
by declaring, that he does not stand for reelection when his 2nd
3-years term as Secretary General expires by the end of year
2012, when he will be 72 years old. So the EDXC Clubs have to
find another candidate during the coming year! He must be
younger, more IT-minded and have focus on MW and FM DXing.

Tibor also asked for a successor as manager of the EDXC
Country List after Olle Alm withdraw from this job. The need was
agreed by the Conference. Risto Vahéakainu mentioned, that the
chairman of the Finnish Landlist Committee Esa Hanninen might
be a candidate.

Anker Petersent hen t al ked about oO0Sunset
Broadcastingo. The trend for int
shortwave is increasing. Just in the first eight months of 2011,

eight radiostations have announced that they will reduce their
shortwave activities or even close down. On the domestic side

the trend is the same although at a slower rate, but the present

low sunspot activity makes the situation worse. The Conference

Tapio Kalmi told us about one of their activities, which is a DX- agreed in this trend for shortwave listening, but stressed that DX-

cabin with long beverage antennas in Aihkiniemi in northernmost ing will continue on mediumwaves and FM.

Lapland owned by DX-ers, where every DX-er is welcome. At

www.dxing.info/dxpeditions/aihkiniemi_dx_cabin_for_rent.dx you Tibor got approvement to send an invitation to the four German

can read much more about this exciting location. Tapio® report member and observer clubs jointly to organize the EDXC
from a DX-pedition to this place in February 2011 can be read at Conference in 2012. Risto Vahakainu suggested a hotel in
http://www.tapiokalmi.net/dx/aih6/ . Portugal, where Finnish DX-er Mika Palo has relations, as an

alternative. Maybe the EDXC Conference in 2013 will be in the
neighbourhood of St. Petersburg.
Then Alexander Beryozkin could report, that the St. Petersburg

DX-Club can celebrate its 25 years birthday. In June 1986 the The final lecture was held by Toshimichi Ohtake who told us that
first DX-Club in Russia was founded as DX-Club Leningrad e.g. Japan Shortwave Club will be 60 years in 2012. He told glimpses
by Mikhail Timofeyev and Alexey Osipov. The city later changed from its long history where radio receivers in the beginning had to
its name. There are two other Russian DX-Clubs in Moscow and be made by the radiolisteners themselves, because there were
one in Irkutsk. not yet radio manufactors in Japan! In 1961 he received a

reception report from OZ-DR-1147 Erik Kgie and sent a QSL. In
2000 Toshi sent a reception report for Radio Denmark heard in a
Jumbo Jet and got a QSL from Erik Kgie. They met in Vejers at
the DSW(CI jubilee in 2006 and thanked each other for the QSLs.


http://www.dxing.info/dxpeditions/aihkiniemi_dx_cabin_for_rent.dx
http://www.tapiokalmi.net/dx/aih6/

During the earthquake and tsunami in March 2011 most of the M Lie N 79

bigger broadcast transmitters withstood the disaster, but many . . ) )
small community radiostations were destroyed in the affected Then Pertti Hyvonen explained - with much humour, how hard it
area. The JSWC donated 7,500 US $ to restore these stations is to buy a house in Bulgaria:

and establish Disaster Radio on FM. Further 7,500 US $ were

received from HCJB. It was noted, that many young Japanese

were too accustomed to watch TV, that they did not know, how to

tune a FM-receiver. The JSWC will try to educate young people

to listen to FM-radio, which activates the brain more than just

watching TV!

In the evening a delicious 4-dishes dinner was served at the
EDXC Banquet where everyone introduced themselves.

Sunday morning we left Melnik with bus to Sofia, listening to nice
Bulgarian folktunes on the FM-receiver in the bus. We passed
the MW transmitter in Blagoevgrad (864 kHz), before we went to
the U.N. heritage Rila Monastery, originally built in 1335.

The Finns sang a song related to Bulgaria where Finnish soldiers
helped Russian soldiers to fight against the Ottoman occupation.
Ilts English translation was: o0LoO
cold and hunger, when we were fi

ered of the

Then Valentina Beryozkina and Tibor Szilagyi sang in Russian
the song nghhdsbgwSal avi ov Sudoy.



